Alexander Graham Bell
(1847–1922). Famous for creating the telephone, Alexander Graham Bell was an inventor and a teacher of the deaf. Bell received a patent for the telephone in 1876. The patent acknowledged him as the inventor of the telephone. Since that time, the telephone has become one of the world's most important communication devices.
Early Life

Alexander Graham Bell was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, on March 3, 1847. He and his two brothers were the sons of Alexander Melville Bell and Eliza Grace Symonds Bell. Alexander was mostly schooled at home. His father was a speech specialist. As a young man Alexander worked with his father to teach deaf people to speak. In 1871 Alexander traveled to Boston, and in 1872 he opened a school to train teachers of the deaf. During this time, he also taught at Boston University.
The Invention of the Telephone

In the mid-1870s, Bell began work on the telephone with Thomas Augustus Watson. Many of the ideas that went into the development of the telephone had been known for years. However, the sound of the voice had never been sent over wire. On March 10, 1876, Bell successfully sent a sentence by telephone. In a deliberate test, Bell spoke these historic words: “Mr. Watson—come here—I want to see you.”
At the Centennial Exposition of 1876 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Bell and Watson demonstrated the telephone to the public. People were amazed by this new device. In 1877, Bell established the Bell Telephone Company. Later that year, he married Mabel Hubbard, who had been one of his students.
Fame

Bell's invention of the telephone brought him worldwide fame. In 1880 the French government awarded him the Volta prize of 50,000 francs (about $10,000) for his invention. With this money Bell established a laboratory called the Volta Laboratory. There Bell conducted research on a number of devices, including the graphophone, an early device to record sound.

Further Contributions

Bell continued his interest in science, invention, and the education of deaf people for the rest of his life. In 1890 he founded an organization in Washington, D.C., to teach speech to hearing impaired people. This organization later became the Alexander Graham Bell Association for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing. Bell was also president of the National Geographic Society. He wanted to promote an understanding of the world through pictures. To achieve that goal, Bell helped to create the famous National Geographic Magazine. Bell died on August 2, 1922. At the time of his burial, every telephone of the Bell system in the United States and Canada was kept silent for one minute.

